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Introduction 
 

In August 2021, the Department for Education (DfE) and Ofqual published the outcomes of their 

joint consultation on the arrangements for the assessment and awarding of Vocational and 

Technical Qualifications and Other General Qualifications in 2021/22. Details of the 

consultations decisions along with a copy of the consultation and analysis of responses is 

available on the Ofqual website. 

We have subsequently reviewed our adaptations to the assessment of our qualifications in line 

with the consultation decisions.  

This document provides details of the adaptations to the assessment of our vocational and other 

general qualifications in 2021/22 including our Entry Level Certificates, Level 1/2 Vocational 

Awards and Level 3 Applied Certificates and Diplomas. It replaces any previously published 

information on adaptations to assessment for the 2020/21 and 2021/22 academic years 

and overrides published information in the specification and sample assessment 

materials. 

Adaptations have been designed to assist with mitigating the impact on teaching, learning or 

assessments caused by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. We are aware that the impact 

of the disruption varies between centres, depending on the qualifications that they offer and 

their approaches to teaching and learning, with some centres and subjects more affected than 

others.  

The adaptations published in this document are for the academic year 2021/22 only and it 

should not be assumed that adaptations to assessments will continue in 2022/23.  

We continue to work collaboratively with DfE, Ofqual and other awarding organisations to 

monitor the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic and to identify and consider any contingency 

arrangements which may be necessary in the event of any potential worsening public health 

situation that results in significant disruption to a learner’s ability to take their assessments.  

Should you have any questions or would like further support with the delivery of your 

qualifications, please contact us, we will be very happy to support you. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/arrangements-for-the-assessment-and-awarding-of-vocational-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-2021-to-2022
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Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Engineering  
 
There are no changes to taught content and teachers are expected to teach all content required 
by the Specification.  
 

 
Adaptations to assessment in 2021/2022 
 

• Candidates who were part-way through their qualification is Summer 2021 should have 
been entered for a Unit Teacher Assessed Grades (Unit TAGs) for the units they would 
have completed in Summer 2021, subject to sufficient evidence being available to allow 
the centre to determine a grade. 

 

• Unit Teacher Assessed Grades (Unit TAGs) awarded for Summer 2021 will contribute to 
the overall qualification grade in 2021/22 and beyond. Candidates who are not awarded 
unit TAGs for a Unit in summer 2021 will need to sit the assessments in 2021/22. 
 

• Candidates may choose to sit an assessment for which they have previously been 
awarded a Unit TAG. The highest grade achieved for the unit will be used when 
aggregating the qualification. 

 

Unit 1: Engineering Design 
 
Centre marked controlled 
assessment 25% 

The content being assessed will be streamlined for 2022. 
Candidates will not be required to identify features of 
engineered products that meet the requirements of the brief 
(AC1.2). 
 
An additional assessment opportunity has been made 
available in January 2022 for candidates ready for 
assessment, including candidates who have been awarded a 
Unit TAG for Summer 2021 and who want an opportunity to 
sit the assessment. 
 
External moderation is therefore available in January and 
Summer 2022. 
 
Centres are also reminded that controlled assessment can be 
timetabled over as many sessions and weeks as is necessary 
within the time allowed. 
 

Unit 2: Producing 
Engineered Products  
 
Centre marked controlled 
assessment 50%   

The content being assessed will be streamlined for 2022 with 
the number of processes required reduced from nine to six. 
Centres will need to modify working drawings to assist 
candidates in allowing for these changes.  
 
In addition, candidates will not be required to evaluate the 
quality of engineered products (AC4.2).  
 
An additional assessment opportunity has been made 
available in January 2022 for candidates ready for 



Adaptations to Vocational and Other General Qualifications 2021/2022 15 

 

assessment, including candidates who have been awarded a 
Unit TAG for Summer 2021 and who want an opportunity to 
sit the assessment. 
 
External moderation is therefore available in January and 
Summer 2022. 
 
Centres are also reminded that controlled assessment can be 
timetabled over as many sessions and weeks as is necessary 
within the time allowed. 
 

Unit 3: Solving Engineering 
Problems 
 
External Examination 25% 

There are no changes to the assessment of this unit. 
 
An additional assessment opportunity has been made 
available in January 2022 for candidates ready for 
assessment, including candidates who have been awarded a 
Unit TAG for Summer 2021 and who want an opportunity to 
sit the assessment 
 
This assessment is therefore available in January and 
Summer 2022. 
 

The availability of Unit TAGs for eligible learners will help mitigate disruption to teaching and 
learning experienced in 2021/22. 
 
However, disruption and centre closures in 2020/21 means that candidates partway through 
their qualification may not have had access to specialist workspaces and equipment in 
centres to develop and refine their practical skills. 
 
Streamlining the content that is assessed in Unit 2 should assist centres to mitigate this 
disruption by reducing the amount of time that candidates need to spend practising and 
refining their skills ahead of assessment and will allow more time for the design and 
manufacturing work required and to prepare for the Unit 3 examination.  
 

 
 
  




